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So, slowly backward he did wend
His way ; his soldiers made no end
Of seizing upon costly plate
Of gold and silver, rich, ornate,                                                1,670
Abandoned by the emperor
There where his tent was pitched before:
His harness and his very bed
And cloth of silk and cloth of red;
Horses and mules so laden down
As if it were a market town;
Hauberks and helms and swords as well
By the Greeks cast aside pell-mell 5
Oxen and cows and goats and swine,
Most vigorous and fair and fine;                                               1,680
And rams and sheep and lambs were there.
And many a goodly colt and mare
And cock and hen and fat capon
And full-fleshed mules who bore upon
Their strong backs quilts embroidered fair j
And robes of rich and costly air
And good steeds that were worth far more
Than ours, exhausted now and sorej
Likewise they seized his dragoman.
Who, I have heard, was named Johan,                                    1)690
Greeks and Armenians in such number
That they the highways did encumber 3
Good wine and food in such amount
None ever knew the tale or count.
The king caused a ban to be cried
Giving safe conduct far and wide
To all the people of the land
Who had no wish for warfare, and
To those who had no wish for peace
He promised no truce or surcease,                                            1,700